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OAPIA Bi-Weekly Newsletter
News Updates from the DC Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander
Affairs

A Message from the Mayor
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OAPIA in the Community 

OAPIA Hosts 4th District Community Safety Meeting
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OAPIA Director Soohyun "Julie" Koo addressing the safety meeting attendees.

The Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs (OAPIA) and the Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD), along with the Office on Latino Affairs (OLA) and the Office on African
Affairs (OAA), organized a business community meeting on safety on Wednesday, July 16,
2014 at the 4th District MPD station. The meeting was held in response to the recent robbery
that occurred in the 4th District in which a Korean American business owner was robbed and
later succumbed to his injuries.

MPD Chief Cathy Lanier and the 4th District Commander updated the business community on
the incident and provided safety tips. The meeting gave business community members an
opportunity to discuss their safety concerns with MPD officials. Over 50 individuals attended
the workshop, and language interpretation was provided in Chinese, Vietnamese, and Korean.

OAPIA Attends Korean Press Conference on the Taekwondo
Championship
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OAPIA staff with members from the Korean American Association of the Washington
Metropolitan Area (KAAW).

OAPIA Director Koo making remarks at the press conference.

A Korean press conference on the first Korean Ambassador's Cup (KORUS Taekwondo
Championship) was held on Saturday, July 19, 2014 at the office of the Korean American
Association of the Washington Metropolitan Area (KAAW) in Annandale, VA.

OAPIA Director Koo made brief remarks at the press conference as a partner for the event.
The KORUS Taekwondo Championship will be held on September 20, 2014 at the Walter E.
Washington Convention Center.
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OAPIA Attends Chinese American Association of the United States
Welcoming Reception

OAPIA Director Koo (second from the left) with members from the Chinese American
Association of the United States.

On July 19, 2014, OAPIA Director Koo attended the Chinese American Association of the
United States welcoming reception. The reception received a Chinese delegation from China.

Spotlight: Chinatown Highlights, Volume I, Issue 1, July 2014
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The DC Mayor's Office on Asian Pacific Islander Affairs is proud to present "Chinatown
Highlights," a quarterly newsletter that provides news and updates on programs and events
occurring in the DC Chinatown area. We hope the newsletter will serve as a great resource for
all to learn not only about Chinese culture, but to also gain insight on the Chinatown
community and what it has to offer.

For more information on Chinatown Highlights, please visit here.

July is National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month
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July is National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month. Mental illness affects one in four
adults and one in ten children in America. The U.S. Surgeon General reports that minorities
are less likely to receive diagnosis and treatment for their mental illness, have less access to
and availability of mental health services and often receive a poorer quality of mental health
care. Furthermore, mental illness is a leading cause of disability, yet nearly two-thirds of
people with a diagnosable mental illness do not seek treatment, and racial and ethnic groups
in the U.S. are even less likely to get help, according to the National Alliance on Mental Illness.

According to statistics from the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, suicide was the
10th leading cause of death for Asian Americans. Additionally, for Asian Americans, the rate of
serious psychological distress increases with lower levels of income, as it does in most other
ethnic populations. The overall suicide rate for Asian Americans is half that of the White
population.

For more information or resources concerning mental health awareness, or related resources
in the District, please visit:

DC Department of Behavioral Health
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
MentalHealth.gov 
National Asian American Pacific Islander Mental Health Association

oapia@dc.gov | www.apia.dc.gov | Phone: (202) 727-3120 | Fax: (202) 727-9655
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